August 18, 2020
Dear CDSBEO Cornwall Secondary School Families,
As we prepare for the reopening of our schools, we have kept the safety of our students at the
forefront of all our decisions. Because of that, we are reaching out to let you know that all
secondary grade 7-12 high schools in Cornwall will experience a change to the timing of the start
and/or end of the school day, otherwise known as bell times, effective September 2020. This
change is crucial in ensuring we can continue to provide transportation for our Cornwall and
surrounding area families both in elementary and secondary.
The CDSBEO recently posted its School Re-Entry Plan for September 2020. The Ministry of
Education has indicated that CDSBEO must plan accordingly, in light of COVID-19, and be able
to seamlessly transition between the two adaptive curriculum delivery scenarios that have been
approved by the Ministry of Education (Scenario 2 and Scenario 3) as identified in CDSBEO’s
School Re-Entry Plan accessible at: https://www.cdsbeo.on.ca/cdsbeo-re-entry-plan/. This
change of bell times will allow us to move seamlessly between adaptive delivery models when
necessary.
This change was originally scheduled to take place in September 2021 but is being advanced one
year to avoid the disruption of transportation services to eligible families during the 2020-21
school year and to continue to ensure transportation for all of our students 5 days a week
throughout this pandemic.
This change will facilitate a standard length of the school day and will affect bus pickup and drop
off schedules for schools in the South region – Cornwall and surrounding area of the Catholic
District School Board of Eastern Ontario’s (CDSBEO’s) jurisdiction.
For Cornwall Grade 7-12 Secondary schools the normal bell time change moving forward will be
as follows (without COVID-19 restrictions):

Current Start Time
9:10 a.m to 9:15 a.m

New Normal Start
Time
8:00 a.m.

Current End Time
3:00 p.m to 3:35 p.m

New Normal End
Time
2:10 p.m.

Please note: Due to COVID-19 restrictions, for this September 2020, the CDSBEO’s selected
curriculum delivery model, Scenario 2 in the School Re-Entry Plan, will include the following
modified start and end times:
September 2020
Start Time
8:00 a.m.

September 2020
End Time
12:15 p.m

These modified start and end times will continue until the CDSBEO is no longer required to
operate in an adaptive model for curriculum delivery. Once the restrictions associated with
COVID-19 are removed, the normal bell times identified in the first chart above would continue
to apply.
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Student Transportation of Eastern Ontario (STEO), in partnership with CDSBEO, has been
aligning bus scheduling to reflect the above normal bell times across the entire region of service,
to create consistent 8:00 a.m. start times for secondary schools and start times for elementary
schools between 9:15 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. Bell time alignment supports consistent planning for
families, the implementation of district-wide learning opportunities and significant transportation
related savings, without loss of service to families. For additional information on bell time
changes recently implemented in other areas of the CDSBEO, please visit:
www.steo.ca/belltimechanges

Information Resources and Sessions
STEO and the CDSBEO are offering an interactive parent information session on August 26,
2020, from 6pm to 7pm, to address questions. With COVID-19 safety measures in mind, this
session will be offered through a virtual platform and will require pre-registration. Please visit
www.steo.ca/belltimechanges to register for the session A recorded session will be made
available at www.steo.ca/belltimechanges for those who are unable to participate.
Staying Connected and Ready for School Start up
In order to be ready for September, we encourage all CDSBEO parents to confirm that their
contact information on file at the school is correct in order to receive information through School
Messenger. Parents can also download the free STEO BusPlanner Delays App to their mobile
phone to receive direct notifications specific to their child’s school.
Parents can visit STEO’s website at www.steo.ca and click on the icon
to verify your child’s eligibility for busing.
Detailed student transportation information, including pick-up/drop-off
locations and approximate times, will be available at the end of August 2020
using the FIND MY BUS STOP tool on STEO’s website.

Please don’t hesitate to contact STEO at 1-855-925-0022 or transportation@steo.ca for any
clarification you may require as relates to transportation.
Wishing you the very best,
STEO and CDSBEO
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